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Welcome to the first map produced by the AMP. This one is a hand-drawn map 
using an Ordnance Survey base. It is a guided walk around Ashley, starting at the 
Greyhound pub.

Estimated distance: 5 miles in total, there and back

Estimated time: 3 hours, including plenty of pausing for thought

Terrain: fairly flat and mostly firm ground with some stiles – one muddy section at 
the end so walking boots advised

The aim of this walk is to introduce you to the effects on the landscape of the 
proposed HS2 line.

Please note the numbered points on the map relate directly to the points below, which 
will guide you through the walk. 

1.  The Greyhound was originally called the Orrell Arms, but was renamed after Lord 
Egerton’s favourite dog. Start with your back to the door of the pub and turn right 
along Mobberley Road then almost immediately right again at the crossroads, 
along Ashley road and over the railway bridge.

2.  On the bridge, look down along the railway. This is the Mid-Cheshire Line, opened 
in 1862. It enabled goods to be brought in to Ashley and milk to be taken for sale 
in Manchester. In his History of the County Palatine and City of Chester, George 
Ormerod wrote of the railway and its effects on Cheshire life;

     “This great revolution has affected this county to a much more considerable 
extent than most others. There is no longer that privacy and retirement that, in 
an age like the present is, in some respect, wanted more than ever. Rural life has 
vanished.” (1882)

     Continue walking past St Elizabeth’s on your right. It was built in 1880 of brick and 
tile made in the parish. 

3.  Where the road bends sharply left you will see a track on your left and a sign 
for the cricket club. Walk down this path and continue straight ahead, passing 
the cricket pavilion on your left, keeping the hedge to your left and going over 
two stiles. You start to cross an open field towards the stile in the tall hedgerow 
ahead. This hedgerow roughly coincides with the HS2 route for about 600 meters 
at this point. The line will be at ground level where the stile now is, rising to 
embankment on your left and right. 

4.  You should be at the stile. Note the old piece of sandstone at the base, which has 
been worn down by years of passing feet. Take a look back at the village. This is 
the most significant line of sight between the village and the proposed railway, and 
a good place to try visualising what the changes would mean. Cross the stile and 
turn left keeping the hedgerow on your left – you are now following the proposed 
alignment. After about 200 yards pass through a gap in another field boundary. 
The hedge becomes a line of mature trees and the path goes straight ahead to the 
Mobberley Road. If you wish to avoid the road, retrace your steps back in to the 
village and pick the walk up from point 8. 

5.  At the edge of the field carry on through the gate and up the road embankment to 
come out on the road. WARNING - THIS ROAD IS NARROW WITH HAIRPIN 
BENDS AND MOST CARS ARE GOING TOO FAST. 

     So why have you been directed this way? At this point the HS2 line will have to 
cross over the top of both the existing railway line and the road; this is why such 
a wide embankment is necessary – to gain the required height. The new line will 
need to pass above the road at approximately the same height as the road passes 
over the existing line. 

     Turn left and cross the railway bridge. Please take good care. Follow the road back 
towards the village, walking on the verge where possible.

6.  The road soon bends sharply to the left and at this point you will find a field 
gate on your right, near to a stile. In late summer and autumn this can be quite 
overgrown, but don’t be put off. Cross the stile and follow the path with the brook 
to your left until you come to a wooden bridge.

7.  At the bridge, cross over and head straight towards the nursery school. This used 
to be the village school (built 1864) and at one time had over 100 pupils, but was 
closed in 2004. It is now a private day-care nursery and the path runs through 
the playing field. In playtime hours you will be seen over the stiles by friendly 
members of staff.

8.  Leave the school grounds and you will find yourself on a road with a footpath. You 
can just spot the gantries of the M56 to the north. Turn right and within 200 yards 
you will see Back Lane on your right.

9.  Turn right down Back Lane, which is a quiet road typical of the Cheshire landscape 
and very pleasant to walk along. As you walk the proposed HS2 line runs through 
the fields to your right. You will see the edge of Ecclesfield wood; the line will run 
between you and the wood, just clipping its edge. 

10.  Pause at Back Lane Farm to look south over the fields. This is a very peaceful 
place. The proposed line will be at ground level just in front of the woods and 
then begin to descend in to cutting, down towards the Bollin Valley. Although the 
line will not be so visible in cutting, it is worth remembering that it will take a lot 
of land here, as it will be approximately 70 metres wide including cutting. This is 
about the same width as the M56 plus its embankment, due north of the village 
(see map). Continue down Back Lane.

11.  Where Back Lane meets Brickhill Lane turn left and you will quickly reach Castle 
Mill Lane. This is another hazardous road but there is verge to walk on. Turn 
right along Castle Mill Lane and walk for about 200 yards, passing Higher Thorns 
Green Farm on your right. You are looking for a pair of old cottages on your left.

12.  Just before the cottages the footpath is signed to the left; follow this, over a 
stile in to a horse’s field. Note that the proposed line will require demolition of 
these cottages. It will then run to the immediate right of the footpath, down in 
to the valley and over the Bollin. Not much will have changed on this spot since 
the cottages were built. Make your way carefully down the slope towards the 
stile which leads to the riverbank. In wet weather this is a tricky route so please 
take care. Over the stile, follow the path to the right. The new viaduct will pass 
directly overhead at this point. 

13.  Carry on to Pigleystairs Bridge. The Bollin has a very distinct character; usually 
calm, clear waters and a sandy bed. In the past it was well used for bathing on 
hot days, as there was less tree cover.

The walk ends here. It is not a circular route as there are not enough footpath 
connections in Ashley to make it work. I advise returning to the village via Back Lane. 
I am interested in what the connections of all kinds of routes will be like once (if?) the 
new railway is built.

 If you wish to double the length of the walk so far, you can make a circuit by crossing 
the bridge and turning left, following the river underneath the M56, past Hale Golf 
Club and then returning to the village, but a map is advised.

      I hope you found this walk interesting. I am a PhD student at Manchester 
Metropolitan University. If you would like to find out more about my research or get 
involved in more walking or mapping, please visit www.jophillips.net or email me  
at joanne.phillips@stu.mmu.ac.uk.
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